Lamorinda Wine Growers Association
Minutes
Monday, January 8, 2024
Electronic Meeting conducted by Zoom
Board Members Present:   Daniel Howsepian, Bill Scanlin, Larry Thal, Leslie Ward, Amy Schofield, Gerard van Steyn, David Rey, Leanne Pilot, Brian Cherry and David Hicks
Board Members Absent:  Tom Morehouse
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President David Hicks. 
Larry Thal moved approval of the November 6, 2023, regular meeting minutes.  Leanne Pilot seconded, and the minutes were approved unanimously.  
Bill Scanlin provided the Treasurer’s report.  Net income for the year 2023 was $1,700.  We currently have 90 paid memberships.
There was a brief review of the Holiday Party, and committee members Amy Schofield, Brian Cherry, Leanne Pilot and Bill Scanlin were all commended on a job well done.
Education:  Gerard van Steyn is the current (and outgoing) chair and Leanne Pilot is the Board liaison.  Current committee members have been identified as Marek Fibrich, Karen Joy Maggio, Chris Maxwell, Frank Orson, Bill Pence, Marcy Ryan-Nichol, Colleen Sullivan and Eero Teerikorpi.  They announced that the upcoming general membership meeting will be on “What to do in the spring in the vineyard”.  Chris Maxwell will present, and the meeting will be at Bill Scanlin’s home.  The date will be January 28th and the time will be 3:00 p.m.
Membership:  Bill Scanlin is the current chair.  Bill reported that the annual election is coming up and will be discussed at the upcoming general meeting.  Gerard and Brian are stepping down from the Board.  Bill Saupe and Marcy Ryan-Nichol have indicated they are running for open board positions.  Marcy is in Orinda and Bill is in Walnut Creek.  Incumbents running include David Hicks, Bill Scanlin, Amy Schofield and David Rey.  (In order for Bill Saupe to serve on the Board the Board acknowledged that an exception to fill a vacancy from a non-voting class of membership would need to be made.)
Commercial Interests/Community Relations:  Leslie Ward is the current chair.  Committee members include Bill Scanlin, Amy Schofield, Esther Thal, Daniel Howsepian, Bill Pence, Tom Morehouse, Bill English, Sal and Susan Captain, Frank Orson and David Dickstein.  
Vineyard Management/Supplier Relations:  Bill English is the current chair and Larry Thal is the Board liaison.  This committee is charged with exploring, with interested vineyard managers, their ability to provide reliable and dependable vineyard management and spraying.  The committee will also explore the feasibility of group purchasing of supplies and equipment, including wine bottles and corks.  Bill English submitted an interim report to David Hicks with the request that it be disseminated to all LWGA members. 
David Hicks suggested that LWGA explore the advisability and feasibility of conducting an annual wine making competition.  There were numerous questions about who would participate (commercial or non-commercial or both), what the merits are of conducting such a competition, who would be the judges and whether or not it would be broadly supported.  No action was taken.
There being no further business David Hicks adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Lawrence Thal, Secretary

