Lamorinda Wine Growers Association
Minutes
Monday, November 4, 2024 (Zoom)
Board Members Present:   David Hicks, Bill Scanlin, David Rey, Larry Thal, Daniel Howsepian, Leslie Ward,   Amy Schofield and Marcy Ryan-Nichol. 
Board Members Absent:  Tom Morehouse and Bill Saupe
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by President David Hicks.  
The September 9, 2024, regular meeting minutes were reviewed.  Leslie Ward moved approval, David Rey seconded, and they were approved as written.    
Bill Scanlin provided the Treasurer’s report.  He reported a cash balance of $7,555.  Eighty-three members have paid their dues.
David Hicks reiterated that this is his final year serving as President of the LWGA.  He reminded the Board that there will be elections in January.  Bill Scanlin reported that the terms up this year are David Hicks, David Rey, Leslie Ward, Daniel Howsepian, Larry Thal and Tom Morehouse.  It is believed that Tom will not run again due to the fact that he no longer has a vineyard and his attendance at meetings has been problematic.  
David Hicks asked for an update on the possibility of LWGA having a master policy for insuring individual members for their agriculture operations.  A suggestion was made that Bill Scanlin resend the applications in another two weeks.  Larry will inquire with the broker as to responses to date.  It was also suggested that the January meeting include a summary of what risks winegrowers are subject to.  The meeting will be the last Sunday in January.
Dave Rey reported that his current inventory of 72 wine storage lockers at Wine Thieves is sold out, but that he has purchased a second building nearby, also on Mt. Diablo Blvd., where he will have another 150 lockers.  They differ in size and will store from 20 to 200 cases each at a rate of $2.00 per case per month.  He offers a 10% discount to LWGA members.
Amy Schofield announced that the Annual LWGA Holiday Party will be Wednesday, December 11th from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at the Town Hall Theatre.  Amy is chairing the committee with David Hicks and Daniel Howsepian as vice chairs.   The annual party showcases LWGA wine – both bonded and non-bonded.   
David Hicks reported that he had the best harvest he has ever had this year at his vineyard in Lake County.  David Rey reported the worst, largely due to the extreme heat and irrigation pump issues.  Larry Thal reported his were average.  Leslie Ward reported an excellent harvest (3.4 tons) that she attributed to over irrigation incurred this year.  Daniel Howsepian reported mixed results and shriveled grapes as Degrees brix shot up from 22 to 26 in three days, while pH went from 3.0 to 3.4 in the same period.
Marcy Ryan-Nichol reported that the topic for the January meeting will include a guest speaker who will discuss “good vineyard practices”.  
The next Board meeting will be the second Monday in January which is January 13th.  There being no further business David Hicks adjourned the meeting at 8:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:

Lawrence Thal, Secretary
