Lamorinda Wine Growers Association
Minutes
Monday, March 7, 2022
Electronic Meeting conducted by Zoom
Board Members Present:   Daniel Howsepian, Bill Scanlin, Larry Thal, Gerard van Steyn, Amy Schofield, Brian Cherry, David Rey, Bill English and David Hicks
Board Members Absent:  Tom Morehouse and Leslie Ward    
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by President Daniel Howsepian. 
The January 10, 2022 regular meeting minutes were reviewed.  Bill Scanlin moved approval, Bill English seconded and they were approved as written.
Bill Scanlin provided the Treasurer’s report.  We currently have a cash balance of $7,467.45.  This amount reflects an adequate balance to pay the next chamber of commerce, insurance and web site bills.  Since the last report we collected dues for members Claudia Wentworth and Mary Leigh Miller.  A remaining action item from the last meeting is that Bill Scanlin will prepare a draft budget for the coming year which begins August 1st.  Annually recurring revenue is estimated at $6,475.  In addition, Dave Rey suggested that any changes to dues structure be considered at the May meeting.
Gerard is now spending the majority of his time in Grass Valley and will not be able to commit to continuing to run and present at each General Meeting.  The topics for the coming meetings will be canopy management, irrigation management, what to do in the spring, spraying, pruning and management of cover crops.  The next general membership meeting will be March 27th at Wine Thieves from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  Daniel and Bill Scanlin will send out appropriate announcements regarding topics.  David Hicks will present on canopy management.
Daniel discussed the upcoming AVA celebration May 1st.  He will revise the proposed budget and submit to the Board for approval.  Amy discussed the proposed Wine Map and will request feedback.  
David Rey reported that a special meeting was held to discuss the relationship between the LWGA and Local Vines Tasting Room and Winery.  The following met on January 24th to discuss this topic: Amy Schofield, Tom Morehouse, Bill English, Larry Thal, Esther Thal and Dave Rey as chair.  Some of the topics discussed were organization and support for a wine club, management of events and the use of space at Local Vines by the LWGA.  He will report further at the next Board meeting.
Bill English nominated David Hicks to be president for a one year term.  The nomination was seconded by Daniel Howsepian and carried unanimously.  Due to the limitations on qualifications contained in bylaws Larry moved to amend the Bylaws, if required, to clearly reflect that an Associate Member is eligible to serve as president and that the president would be allowed to serve four consecutive one-year terms.  Bill Scanlin seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  By consensus the following were approved:  David Rey as vice-president, Larry Thal as secretary, and Bill Scanlin as treasurer.  Leslie Ward had recommended the following committees be considered.
· Membership Committee
· Finance Committee -- Bill
· Event Planning – Amy
· LWGA Strategic Planning – Dave
· Commercial Wineries
· Non-commercial and Home Winemakers
· Social Members
· Education Committee
· Bylaws Committee – Larry
· Marketing and Branding -- Amy
No action was taken on adoption of committees as Leslie was not in attendance to discuss this recommendation.  David Hicks will propose a committee structure for the next meeting.
Due to the absence of Tome Morehouse discussion of local magazine promotions was deferred.
Bill Scanlin discussed updating the LWGA email banner and posting of labels on our website.  He will propose specific recommendations next meeting.
Gerard and David reaffirmed their recommendation that we actively promote wine competition submittals and will revise and resend their recommendations for competitions and submittal dates.  Both the Orange County and SF Chronicle competitions were discussed.
Bill English will disseminate information on applying for a Type 81 ABC license for those pouring at the upcoming AVA celebration event.  The suggestion was made that those pouring wear appropriate name tags or logo wear identifying their affiliation with a bonded winery.
The next Board meeting was confirmed for Monday, May 2nd at 7:00, location and/or Zoom to be determined.  
There being no further business Daniel adjourned the meeting at 8:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
Lawrence Thal, Secretary
