Lamorinda Wine Growers Association
Minutes
Monday, May 13, 2025 
Board Members Present:   David Hicks, Bill Scanlin, David Rey, Larry Thal, Leslie Ward, Bill Saupe, Amy Schofield, Leanne Pilot, Pietro Buttitta and Marcy Ryan-Nichol. 
Board Members Absent:  None
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by President Leslie Ward at Bill Scanlin’s wine cave and also by Zoom.  
The March 10, 2025, regular meeting minutes were reviewed.  David Rey moved approval, David Hicks seconded, and they were approved as written.    
Bill Scanlin provided the Treasurer’s report.  He reported a net  loss of $1,793 for the annual AVA celebration due to the Board decision to admit all LWGA members without charge.  That loss is to be shared by the LWGA as well as the bonded wineries who poured wine.  Payouts to bonded wineries ranged from a low of $45 to a high of $331.  The motion to approve reduced payouts to bonded wineries was made by David Rey, seconded by Marcy Ryan-Nichol, and approved.  Eighty-six members have paid their dues with two new members since the last report.
There was a discussion about the current website and the need for updating.  Suggestions were made to include a directory of members for official purposes only and a mechanism to opt out, the inclusion of member photos, and the updating of the wine labels depicted.  Many of the labels are old and are for wines no longer being made by LWGA members.  Marcy, Leanne and Pietro offered to assist Bill Scanlin in this effort.  A recommendation was made to reinstate the LWGA newsletter.  This will be discussed further as part of the website improvement project.
Marcy Ryan-Nichol and Bill Saupe reported that the topics for education topics for the balance of the year have been decided, and an annual schedule will be posted on the LWGA website .  The next quarterly education meeting is on July 27th and will be hosted at Karen Magio’s vineyard.  Kamyar Aram, a UCCE Specialty Crops Advisor, who is a Viticulture/Agriculture specialist, will be speaking.  A workshop on canopy management will be held at Bill Saupe’s vineyard on June 8th.  Attendance will be limited to 10 or 11 people.
Amy provided a detailed report on the April 27th celebration of our AVA founding and the 20th anniversary of the founding of the LWGA.  There were 82 attendees, 45 were general public and 37 were LWGA members.  Since 2022, when there were 200 attendees, attendance has declined steadily each year.  There was discussion about the reasons for this decline.  It was felt that weather forecasts played a part, as did the location being a gravel parking area.  The timing of the event also seemed problematic being on a Sunday and early in the day, when most people do not start drinking wine.  A total of 363 wine tickets were sold and a total of 38 bottles.
Larry reported that Local Vines should be able to open in early August and there will be a couple of soft openings for LWGA members and families, as well as other special events for local officials, etc.  Larry also suggested that LWGA may want to offer assistance services for members who need help during periods of failing health, a death in the family or perhaps for those selling/buying homes that have a vineyard.  This is not a new topic for those in medical specialties who assist each other during illnesses or death of a practitioner to assist keeping a practice running and patients being cared for.
The next Board meeting will be July 14th.  There being no further business, Leslie Ward adjourned the meeting at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted by:

Lawrence Thal, Secretary
