Lamorinda Wine Growers Association
Minutes
Monday, November 10, 2025 
Board Members Present:   Bill Scanlin, David Rey, Larry Thal, Leslie Ward, Bill Saupe, Amy Schofield, Leanne Pilot, Pietro Buttitta and Marcy Ryan-Nichol 
Board Members Absent:  David Hicks
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by President Leslie Ward by Zoom.  
The September 15th regular meeting minutes were reviewed.  Larry Thal moved approval, Bill Scanlin seconded, and they were approved unanimously as written.
Larry Thal asked that for historical purposes we confirm the following list of LWGA Presidents:
Dave Parker		7/05-12/09
Bill Massarweh	1/10 -2/11
Dave Parker		3/11-7/11
Susan Captain		8/11-1/14
Leslie Ward		2/14-1/16
Bill Scanlin 		2/16-1/18
Carol Haag 		2/18-1/19
Bill Scanlin		2/19-1/20
Daniel Howsepian 	2/20-1/22
David Hicks		2/22-1/25
Leslie Ward		2/25-present 
  
Bill Scanlin provided the Treasurer’s report.  He reported a current balance of $16,017 and annual earnings to date of $3,175, with most of our annual bills having already been paid.  83 members have paid their current dues with 10 more members expected to pay, for a total of 93.  Bill will follow up and Dave Rey volunteered to personally contact several members who have not yet renewed.  Bill also reported that since filing a claim with the State Insurance Commissioner for premium refunds not being returned by our former insurance broker, the broker involved has fully reimbursed LWGA.  Bill also reported that he has posted an instructional sheet and a video explaining how to update our individual profiles on the LWGA website; however, the next challenge will be to get members to actually do it.
Bill also reported that in January the following LWGA Board member terms will be up for reelection:  Bill Scanlin, Bill Saupe, David Rey, Amy Schofield and Marcy Ryan-Nichol.  Amy announced that she would not be seeking reelection.
Marcy Ryan-Nichol and Bill Saupe reported that the topic for the next education meeting on Monday, January 26th will be a discussion of powdery mildew control to be led by Pietro Buttitta.  The meeting will start at 5:00 pm, education will be at 6:00 and the meeting will adjourn at 7:30.  Since this will be a departure of our tradition of having meetings on Sundays, members will be surveyed afterward to determine the preferred meeting day going forward.  The meeting will again be at Local Vines, 3393 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in Lafayette.  There may also be a pruning workshop in January or February.  Education meetings will be every third month and in 2026 will be in January, April, July and October.
Amy provided a report on recent events – the Lafayette Art and Wine Festival and the Moraga Pear and Wine Festival.  The consensus was that the location of our booth at Lafayette Art and Wine was ideal and we should try to get the same space next year.  This year marked LWGA’s 20th consecutive year participating at Moraga Wine and Pear.  Leslie will be participating in the Rossmoor Speaker Series this year.  Alissa Rey has volunteered to serve on the CCRI Committee.
Daniel Howsepian has asked LWGA to provide harvest reports to him.  It was decided that LWGA will ask that he provide a sample survey form to be filled out by individual winegrowers and that the form stipulates exactly what data is being requested, who it will be submitted to, and for what purpose.  One question should be “Lessons Learned”.
Pietro provided an update on Local Vines and indicated that a soft opening will likely occur in the next two weeks with a formal opening being early to mid-December.  Three staff members have recently been hired.
The holiday party this year will be held at Local Vines on December 15th from 5:30 to 7:30.  LWGA will provide food and pay for cleaning services at Local Vines.  Each member will be asked to bring a bottle of wine.  
The next Board meeting will be January 12th at 7:00 pm.  There being no further business, Leslie Ward adjourned the meeting at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:

Lawrence Thal, Secretary

