Lamorinda Wine Growers Association
Minutes
Monday, March 9, 2026 
Board Members Present:   Bill Scanlin, David Rey, Larry Thal, Leslie Ward, Bill Saupe, Gary Goldman, Leanne Pilot, David Hicks and Marcy Ryan-Nichol 
Board Members Absent:  Pietro Buttitta
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm by President Leslie Ward both in person and by Zoom.  The physical location was 6 Lois Lane, Lafayette.  
The November 10th regular meeting minutes were reviewed.  Larry Thal moved approval, David Rey seconded, and they were approved unanimously as written.
Finances
Bill Scanlin provided the Treasurer’s report.  He reported a current balance of $11,941 and annual earnings for the year 2025 of $39.  Annual revenues for the year were $11,176 and expenses $11,137.  Annual recurring revenue is $8,140 with 92 members having paid their current dues with 22 more members having not yet paid.  As also reported in November, Bill reported that since filing a claim with the State Insurance Commissioner for premium refunds not being returned by our former insurance broker, the broker involved has fully reimbursed LWGA.  
Governance
Bill also reported that in January those members whose terms were up for reelection:  Bill Scanlin, Bill Saupe, David Rey and Marcy Ryan-Nichol were all reelected.  Gary Goldman, a new member of the Board, was also elected and welcomed to his first Board meeting.  The Board elected the following to officer positions for 2026:
President:  Leanne Pilot
Vice President:  Marcy Ryan-Nichol
Secretary:  Larry Thal
Treasurer:  Bill Scanlin

Membership Committee will be comprised of David Rey and Bill Scanlin.  Strategic Planning Committee will be chaired by David Rey.  David will present the current Strategic Plan at the next meeting for discussion.  Education Directors will remain Marcy Ryan-Nichol and Bill Saupe.  Leslie announced that Daniel Howsepian volunteered to chair the Lafayette Art & Wine Festival for LWGA.  Leslie commented that no one has more expertise with this than does Daniel.

Education Committee

Daniel Howsepian hosted and presented  an educational pruning workshop on March 8th.  His presentation was enthusiastically received by the attendees.  The Education Committee is looking to sponsor additional events such as this.

New Business

Dave Rey reported that Jim Meyers is in the process of selling Wine Thieves to Dan and Gennie Gorback.  He indicated that Jim might be interested in co-sponsoring an event with LWGA and will report back with more specifics as to what might be a good fit.   Dave also reported that the Contra Costa AVA designation has officially been approved for the newest Bay Area AVA. 
 
Leslie reported that Christine Raymond has inquired as to whether the LWGA and/or Local Vines would be interested in partnering with Greet Lafayette to further social events with the local business community, the Community Foundation of Lafayette, as well as the Chamber of Commerce.

Gary Goldman offered to assist the LWGA with professional member outreach with the assistance of his Global Health Impact Network which can provide a professional, efficient and effective member communications platform in order to better quantify the interests of our membership.  He will report his recommendations at the next Board meeting.  

Upcoming events
This year’s AVA celebration will be May 31st at Local Vines.  The AVA celebration committee will be Leslie Ward, Leanne Pilot, Bill Scanlin, Amy Schofield and Kelci Wihera from Local Vines.  This will be a public event with food to be procured at Whole Foods or from a local caterer.  
The next General Membership meeting will be on July 19th and will be hosted by Gary Goldman.  The next after that will be October 27th at Local Vines.  
The next Board meeting will be May 11th at 7:00 pm.

There being no further business, Leslie Ward adjourned the meeting at 8:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:
Lawrence Thal, Secretary
